
Welcome to Spanish 7!
Location: Room 265

Course: Spanish I (HS)

Teacher: Ms. Lowney

Email: elowney@rhcsd.org

Phone: 845-758-2241 ext. 71072

My name is Ms. Lowney and it’s my second year teaching at Red Hook! I
attended Marywood University to study Spanish, Education, and
Caribbean, Latinx & Latin American Culture for both my bachelor’s and
master’s degrees. Even though my college is in Pennsylvania, I’m from
Red Hook and I went to Red Hook Schools from K-12.

Some things about me… my specialty is Afro-Diasporic post-colonial
literature, specifically Equatoguinean poetry. This sounds super fancy and
academic, but I’ll share some of it with you during our time together and
you’ll see it’s not as intimidating as it sounds. This summer, I spent a month
living with a host family in Spain as a program leader with a CIEE high
school program, and last summer I studied for 3 weeks in Mexico.

The reason I love Spanish so much is because of the opportunities that
learning Spanish gives us. The countries where Spanish is spoken are all
full of rich, turbulent and super interesting histories and exciting cultures.
With access to the Spanish language, we can unlock a new window into
learning about the world, the people in it, and how we fit into all of it! Now,
let’s look at what we’ll be doing here together.



Course Description
Marking Period Chapter

1 Preliminary (LP)
● Break up by questions

2 Preliminary (LP)
● Break up by questions
● Midterm Exam

3 Chapter 1

4 Chapter 1
● Final Exam

Spanish I is a one year course broken up into two years at LAMS to give a
more thorough experience. Spanish I in 7th grade is half of the course that
students take at LAMS, and Spanish I in 8th grade is the second half. THIS
COURSE IS A HIGH SCHOOL COURSE AND WILL APPEAR ON YOUR
HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT. That means, colleges will see your Spanish
grade for this class when you apply! In this year of the course, we cover
basic Spanish structure and pronunciation, introduction vocabulary,
weather, telling time, adjectives, and more. We will be using an interactive
notebook as our organization method for this class. Organization will be
KEY in this class and will count toward your grade in a big way.
This leads me to my three hopes and goals for you this year:
1) You will learn Spanish.
2) You will learn how to learn.
3) You will learn how to be organized.
We will talk more about how we will achieve these three goals(:

Supplies
Notebook
Glue
Scissors
Pen/pencil
Index cards



Expectations
1. Cell Phones - Students must follow Linden Avenue Middle School’s cell

phone policy at all times. All cell phones must be turned off and away in a

locker, off of a student’s person for the entirety of the school day. If a student

is unable to adhere to this policy, the teacher will be required to confiscate

the device and 1) hold it at her desk or 2) return it to the main office if the

problem is recurrent.

2. Bathroom Breaks - Raise your hand and ask when you need to use the

restroom, you may not leave the room without asking at any time.

3. Homework - Homework due dates will be clearly stated and posted on the

classroom chalkboard behind the teacher’s desk, online, in students’

notebook, and in every daily slideshow. Homework will typically be collected

or reviewed at the beginning of the class period. Homework grades are

based largely on effort, not accuracy. (AKA: just try your best.)

4. Late work - Students who have late work to be submitted should turn it in at

the bin on the student station labeled “late work”. Students are required to fill

out a “Missing Homework Slip” when missing a homework assignment. This

is an attempt to keep students responsible for their homework. As a general

rule, homework turned in late will be deducted ONE point per day it is late,

except for in the case of extenuating circumstances. What that means is, we

are all human and we all make mistakes, forget, and have our own lives. Talk

to me, and we can work it out (:

5. Grades - Students will be graded primarily on effort. Remember that I want

you to succeed!! We will have a lot of grades based on effort, as I really want

to see you trying your best. For example, notebooks will be graded every two



weeks for completion and organization. ORGANIZATION IS VERY

IMPORTANT FOR THIS CLASS AND WILL AFFECT YOUR GRADE. There

will also be assignments based solely on vocabulary and grammar accuracy,

not just effort, but effort will usually matter the most! Always keep that in

mind.

6. Absences - If a student is absent, they should check the folder for their class

labeled “Absent?” on the Student Station table, and look for the papers with

their name on them. In the case of an absence, work that a student missed

will have a due date written on the top of the sheet. If you have questions,

talk to me or email me(:

7. Classroom Behavior - Behavior policies will be created and reviewed by the

students and teacher together in the first week of class! As a general rule, in

our classroom we value…

★ Kindness (ex: speak about all people with kind words at all times)
★ Responsibility (ex: come to class prepared each day)
★ Respect (ex: no speaking while the teacher is speaking)
★ Bravery (ex: try your best always, whatever your best is that day)



Discipline
Generally but not always, situations that do not follow our class rules will result in the
following course of action for discipline.
1. Verbal Warning
2. Lunch Detention/Email Home
3. Phone Call/Email Home
4. Referral/Formal Write Up

Grade Breakdown
Student average is calculated by taking all of the points available in a marking period
and dividing the number of points scored by that denominator. For example: 5
homeworks total 50 points. If a student completed 4/5 homeworks, that is 40/50 points,
and that is an 80% average. Assignments that are worth more points will therefore
weigh more in the students average.

Quizzes
Any student can do quiz corrections on any quiz (not test or exam). But, students who
do not complete 80% of the work for the topic of the quiz (homeworks/
classworks/ etc) will need to make up the work before they are permitted to
complete quiz corrections. To complete quiz corrections, students must copy down
the words that they have lost points for on a sheet of looseleaf, writing the word 3 times
in Spanish and 1 time in English.

Students who repeatedly fail quizzes will adhere to the following schedule in an attempt
to help raise quiz grades.
● 2 failed quizzes = a meeting with me during lunch
● 3 failed quizzes = a phone call home

If a student is absent on the day of a quiz, they have one week to make up the quiz.

Interactive Notebooks
Students will be creating interactive notebooks in this class. We will be cutting and
pasting into the notebooks regularly, and the students will receive grades for “notebook
checks” every 3 weeks (week 3, 6, and 9 of each marking period). These will keep
students responsible for organization as well as their notes and work for class. This is
my first year working with interactive notebooks, and I’m excited to learn along with the
students on this adventure!


